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Wilton Water Works held its monthly meeting on Thursday, Dec. 18

th
 at 6:30 PM in the Town Hall 

Courtroom.   Present were commissioners Tom Schultz (Chairman), Bill Condra and Steve Elliot; Water 

Superintendent Mike Bergeron; Clerk Joanna K Eckstrom; Selectman Kermit Williams; Sewer 

Commissioners Tom Herlihy (Chairman) and Chris Carter; Charlie McGettigan and Jim McGettigan 

(members of public). 

Following agenda was observed:   

Call to order Chairman called meeting to order at 6:40 PM. 

Public input and comment NONE however, Mr Condra, having just come from a selectmen’s meeting, 

apprised Mr Herlihy of a deficit in the sewer department income/expenses.  All sewer commissioners are 

present at this meeting tonight and are aware of this; it’s partly due to increased monthly cost from 

Milford and allocation of bond principal payments.  Mr Herlihy said these issues have addressed by the 

Sewer Commissioners and potential rate increase will be discussed at January sewer commission meeting.  

Minutes November 20, 2014  On a motion by Mr Elliott, seconded by Mr. Condra, the November 20
th
 

minutes were unanimously approved as written. 

 Ms. Eckstrom noted that only the 2014 WWW and Wilton Sewer Department minutes are 

currently on the new website.  She suggested that efforts be made to get everything available from old 

website brought over to the new site.  The WWW Commissioners, Sewer Commissioners and Selectman 

Williams agreed that it’s important to follow up on this … Ms Eckstrom will work with Town Office staff 

to do this in January. 

Milford Wilton Intermunicipal Wastewater Agreement – Wilton Water Works and the Wilton Sewer 

Department are both named in this agreement which stipulates that ‘Wilton Water Works shut off WWW 

customers whose Milford sewer bills are delinquent.’  Unlike Milford’s combined department, WWW 

and WSD are separate entities.  As such, Sewer Commission Chairman Tom Herlihy said the Wilton 

Sewer Department has agreed to execute the document for the Wilton Sewer  Department items only, it is 

up to WWW alone to decide whether to sign the agreement. 

Chairman Schultz said that WWW has objected to the above stipulation for the two years or so 

that this agreement has been being negotiated / revised and that at least twice, the WWW has 

unanimously refused to shut off water service to its customers whose Milford sewer bills aren’t paid.  

WWW serves not only Wilton customers but also 60 or so Milford customers (including 50 new 

customers at Pine Valley lofts).  Milford customers do not have a chance to vote for WWW 

commissioners or have a say on WWW protocol.  WWW doesn’t shut water off for Wilton customers 

who don’t pay their Wilton sewer bills (town places a lien for unpaid sewer taxes).  Water customers who 

haven’t paid their Milford Sewer bills haven’t harmed WWW.  Mr Schultz will not set precedent by 

agreeing to shut any customer’s water off indiscriminately. 
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Mr. Elliott didn’t think WWW can legally shut water off for not payment of another department’s 

or town’s bills.  Mr Condra, Mr Williams and Mr Carter agreed saying WWW is NOT a collection agent. 

On a motion by Mr Condra, seconded by Mr. Elliott, the WWW commissioners and unanimously 

voted that ‘the Wilton Water Works and the Wilton Sewer Department are separate entities; WWW is 

NOT a party to the proposed Inter-municipal agreement; and further, that WWW will NOT shut water 

service off for any customer who hasn’t paid his/her Milford Sewer bill. 

 

Selectmen – discuss shared costs, wetland delineation, dam issues - Selectman Kermit Williams and 

Selectman/ WaterCommissioner Bill Condra said that Dawn Tuomala (Monadnock Survey) had updated 

wetland delineations for work being done by H.T.E. at the dam / reservoir.  Selectmen asked that WWW 

share these costs 50/50.  Mr Schultz was concerned about how much this might be and wanted any 

sharing to be limited to a specific to this project. 

On a motion by Mr Condra, seconded by Mr Schultz, the Commissioners voted unanimously to 

share the cost ($3000) of the wetland delineation mapping with the Town. 

 

A/P report thru 11/30/14 – not available. 

The 2015 proposed budget has been updated (verbage) as needed. 

A/R -  receivable / collections to date; abatement requests, etc.  No report. 

 On a motion by Mr Schultz, seconded by Mr Condra, an abatement of a $25 late fee for Ms. 

Nilsson-Mullen (Maple St) was unanimously approved. 

Superintendent’s report – Mike Bergeron 

 Generator is all done and running well. Mike will follow up with Powers about a maintenance 

agreement for same.  (Jessie Salisbury has been rescheduled to interview for press release.) 

 GIS Mapping – two bids have been received … one from Weston & Sampson ($24K); one from 

Underwood Engineering ($25K).  On a motion by Mr. Schultz, seconded by Mr Condra, the 

Commissioners voted unanimously to award the GIS Mapping contract to Weston & Sampson.  The bid 

agreement was signed; Mike will follow up as needed. 

 Meter reads – have been done; a few problems were discovered.  Mike will get replacement 

meters by end of year. 

A mag meter at Abbot Well needs to be installed.  Cost about $2,300.  The commission agreed 

that this should be done early in 2015. 
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Question raised about logging at Sand Hill / Isaac Frye highway.  Clerk thought WWW oversaw 

this on regular basis.  Someone will follow up to see who actually coordinates this and, if any income, 

where it goes. 

Other / New 

 Mr Schultz asked about keys / access to WWW properties.  Mike will find keys and make sure 

any gates / fences can be open in an emergency.  Fire department, etc, would cut fence or break lock if 

emergency access needed. 

 Ms Eckstrom said she has updated her computer and bought a new laptop.  The commissioners 

had previously agreed to reimburse clerk up to $200 for this and they unanimously reapproved this 

tonight.  Clerk will submit bill for reimbursement up to $200 – to come from 2014 “Office supply’ line 

item. 

Next Meeting – January 22, 2015 (to be confirmed) 

 

There being no other business, the meeting was adjourned at7:50 PM   

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Joanna K Eckstrom, Clerk 


